Ularitide: a natriuretic peptide candidate for the treatment of acutely decompensated heart failure.
Treatment for acutely decompensated heart failure (ADHF) has not changed much in the last two decades. Currently available therapies have variable efficacy and can be associated with adverse outcomes. Natriuretic peptides properties include diuresis, natriuresis, vasorelaxation, inhibition of renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system, and are thus chosen in the treatment of ADHF. Two forms of natriuretic peptides are currently available for the treatment of ADHF. Urodilatin (INN: ularitide) represents another member of the natriuretic peptide family with a unique molecular structure that may provide distinct benefits in the treatment of ADHF. Early clinical exploratory and Phase II studies have demonstrated that ularitide has potential cardiovascular and renal benefits. Ularitide is currently being tested in the Phase III TRUE-AHF clinical study. TRUE-AHF has features that may be different when compared with other recent outcome studies in ADHF. These distinct differences aim to maximize clinical effects and minimize potential adverse events of ularitide. However, whether this rationale translates into a better outcome needs to be awaited.